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Fagade of the arcade
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61 Heping Road, Dasi Township / Doufu Pudding Shop ,
/ private domicile of the Jiang Family &~

This store is located on the rear section of Heping Road (formerly Lower
Street) which was the earliest developed sector of Dasi Old Street. It is
difficult to find out who built the store and when; however, it was also
restricted by the wall of Lin Ben-yuan’s grand stone house “Ton-gyi-di”
and had only a scope of “two luo one guoshuei”.

Present owner Mr. Jiang’s grandfather established a stand to sell noodle in
the market during the Japanese Occupation Period. He later bought this
store/house, established a pigpen at the back of the house, and used the
remainder from the noodle stand to feed pigs, thereby increasing family
income. Presently the house has been rebuilt and changed into a building
with more than one level. As the back of the house faces Denglong Road,
the inhabitants do not have to enter/exit the house from the front
entrance facing Heping Road. In this regard, the owner has been leasing
out the front part of the store and present leaseholder is engaged in a
business of food and drink.

Column capitals decorated with ingenious creativity

With floral decoration the fagade of Jin-ji-tong-sing in the shape of an arc
is exceedingly unique and eye-catching to which tourists are attracted.
The three inscriptions of “jin-tong-sing” are molded with gravels and
powder out of grinding bricks. Though they have gone through tests of
time, they remain strikingly new as time goes by.

Looking at the column capitals and trimmings, you will find the old
builders used the technique of mini pebble coating again and again during
the Colonial Rule. Though it’s only horizontal, vertical and arc moldings,
they all appear true to life. It is obvious that the craftsmanship back
then was sophisticated and that craftsmen adopted a high standard for
themselves. It’s something that modern engineering cannot be men-

tioned in the same breath.

The three-dimensional decoration with excep-
tional originality above the short post is a distin-
guishing feature of this fagade of the arcade. It is
advisable that you get a telescope to have a look
(in case you forgot bringing one with you, make

sure that you are well-equipped next time so as to

avoid regrets.) A test for you: “what rare trea- §¥@E{E¥/ﬁT%?§
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% X . Basket filled with wax jambo
top of the facade?” Perhaps I can give you a hint: (a symbol of a good many

a kind of fruit. Have you figured out? offspring)

sure is put in the baskets on both sides of the arc



