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A pair of lions playing with a ball on top of
the facade of the arcade
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Wall of displaying and lighting facilities are newly
established on both sides of the Yuemei Route.
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Fagadeof the arcade of Yuemei Route
before renovation (photo taken in 1998)
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the alley nextto 38 Heping Road, Dasi Township
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It is said that Yuemei Route, a path located on a slope from Lower Street
to go to Yuemei, was blazed by the family of Jin-sin Li in the late period of
Cing Dynasty. There is an entrance/exit located on Heping Road which is
built on the land donated by the Li family. Time flies and to date the
transportation to and from Dasi Old Streets is well-developed and conse-
quently Yuemei Route has become a secluded sidewalk.

Go in! An exotic land behind the facade?

Yuemei Route has been the main route of transportation for Caodianwei
Street since ancient times and has played a significant role on the old street.
It is a narrow path not built for the purpose of living but with the fagade of
the arcade so that it is connected with the neighboring arcades to create a
unity and maintain fluid movement for passengers. If you just look at the
fagade of the arcade, you could hardly learn that an exotic land is hidden
behind the archway unless you enter it.

The original fagade of the arcade of Yuemei Route only had an arc of bricks
to connect with the columns on both sides. The fagade in the shape of a
rectangle was rebuilt when a beautifying project of Dasi Heping Road was
carried out in 1998. According to a resolution made by the project-
supervising team comprising residents of the old streets, a pair of lions
playing with a ball made of the techniques of clay sculpture and a coating
of mini pebbles was added on top of the
fagade as an ending. The lions not only
represent the fagade of Yuemei Route
but also symbolize that everything goes
well and that good things come again

and again.

In order to let tourists have a profound
impression and understanding of Yuemei
Route, the four characters of “Yue-mei-
tong-lu” were inscribed on the fagade at
a later time. As both children and adults
paying a visit here can speak the words
fluently, it seems that the goodwill of
the residents of the old streets has
achieved satisfactory results. T shall say

no more; let’s go in to find treasure.




